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marks out the whole line of penetration into difficult and entangled subjects, and workers in the field are constantly verifying   the   extraordinary   precision   of   their   chief engineer's   rapid alignments.    In the actual  condition, for example, of the Eajpiit clan-society, with its tribal Chief at the head of a cluster of families and sub-families, each having a separate representative, we find a living illustration of that set of ideas to which Sir H. Maine points as the true origin of some European aristocracies, the  conception of an aristocracy  deriving  from   blood alone, the families being noble according to the degree of nearness of their consanguinity with the pure stock of their Chief, and nobility depending entirely upon a man's position in his own clan, -while outside of all the clans there is no nobility at all.   There are in most States a few noble families belonging to a clan different from that of the territorial Chief; but we can usually trace them back to the  group   upon  which the clan  now ruling imposed its supremacy by conquest, and with these the test of nobility is intermarriage with the ruling tribe.    It they intermarry, they also  are of good Eajpiit blood, though the clan is alien.    Land tenure is not the base of this noblesse, but their pure blood is the origin of their land tentire, from the vast estates of a sub-chief who lives in independence almost complete at the head of a branch family which has multiplied into a sept, down to the single free-holding Eajpiit who is bound to follow his kinsmen to the field.   We have thus the starting-point for a wide survey of the filiation of historic institutions.    Let us imagine Bernier, who  travelled from Paris to Delhi toward the end of the seventeenth century, surveying the